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Guido Abbattista (Università di Trieste), Trophying human ‘otherness’. From Christopher 
Columbus to contemporary ethno-ecology (fifteenth-twenty first centuries)
Recent studies on human live ethno-exhibitions have concentrated on 
their nineteenth-twentieth centuries forms, considering them as a typical 
expression of Western capitalist, imperialist and racialist culture and using 
for them the definition of ‘human zoos’. This essay aims to put in a longer 
historical perspective the phenomena of live human ethno-exhibitions, 
suggesting, first, to connect them to the practice of abducting exotic humans 
at the epoch of the discovery of the New World, and, second, to underline 
their relationship with the ancient “Roman triumphal culture” and its public 
exhibition of stranger, exotic captives as preys and trophies on the same 
plane as booty of other kinds. At the same time, a continuity can be envisaged 
between early modern practices of ethno-exhibitions of exotic living humans 
and present-day episodes registered by news reporting which testify how the 
use of reifying human beings and making of them ‘trophies’ of ideological 
discourses of different sort – humanitarian, conservationist, ecological – has 
survived in many unexpected contexts even in the twenty first century and 
not only in the Western World.
Lucia Felici (Università di Firenze), Una nuova immagine dell’Islam (e del cristianesimo) 
nell’Europa del XVI secolo
The new image of Islam that spread in sixteenth-century Protestant Europe 
marks a fundamental shift in the relationship with the ‘Other’ in modern 
times. The analysis carried out in this essay focuses on the cultural initiatives 
and reflections of the non conformist scholars and reformers, Theodor 
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Bibliander (1506-1564) and Giovanni Leonardo Sartori (1500?-1556). These two 
intellectuals transformed the political role of the religious and political image 
of the Turkish Ottoman world. From enemy par excellence of the Christian 
society, and the very embodiment of evil, Islam became for them an object 
of enquiry, discussion and examination. It contributed also to the birth of a 
new, ethical and almost a-dogmatic, conception of Christianity. Bibliander’s 
and Sartori’s prospect was undoubtedly a Christian one. For them the final aim 
of apprehending the religious ‘Other’ still consisted in its inclusion within 
Christianity. However, their ideas contain in embryonic form the future 
developments of the modern attitude to ‘other’ cultures and religions and 
to religion itself. This research therefore points to identify some significant 
elements of the birth of the modern idea of religious tolerance.
Guillermo Pérez Sarrión (Universidad de Zaragoza), The idea of ‘naturality’ in the 
Hispanic monarchy and the formation of Spanish identity between the sixteenth and the 
eighteenth centuries: an approach
‘Naturality’, a juridical and political concept, was fundamental in creating 
the Spanish identity. The article examines six existing varieties of ‘naturality’ 
in Spain: in Castile, Aragón, Valencia, Catalonia, Mallorca and Navarre. It 
draws its evidences from legal compilations. Comparative analysis shows up 
that they consisted in the privilege of serving the king by being appointed to 
occupy secular and ecclesiastical offices. All of them evolved equally but the 
Navarrese ‘naturality’. At the beginning of the eighteenth century three decrees 
suppressed all naturalities but the Castilian and Navarrese, and gave the king 
the full control on ‘naturality’ but in Navarre. The new Castilian ‘naturality’ 
had no name at first and included all others. The subsequent legislation was 
focused on fixing the condition of being stranger, creating a central vacuum 
that by usage came to be called Spanish ‘naturality’.
Joan-Pau Rubiés (London School of Economics), Ethnography, philosophy and the 
rise of natural man 1500-1750
In his still today indispensable The Fall of Natural Man, Anthony Pagden 
drew a distinction between a natural man ‘living outside human society’, 
as understood in the sixteenth century by those scholastic theologians and 
humanist rhetoricians he was concerned with, and the Enlightenment (or 
Rousseauian) view of natural man as a man stripped of the artificial trappings 
of civilization. If the history of the European intellectual encounter with the 
American Indian could be construed as the “fall” of the Aristotelian image 
of natural man as a man who had failed to fulfill its pre-determined social 
condition (a distinct theme from the Christian idea of the fallen condition 
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of mankind into sinfulness), the early modern trajectory more generally is 
surely the history of the opposite process, the rise of natural man as a central 
concept of the Enlightenment. While, from the perspective of cultural and 
intellectual history, the rise of natural man to a position of prominence is 
beyond any dispute, its relationship to actual encounters and ethnographies 
of the savage is far less clear. In any case this rise, or any previous fall that 
we might want to talk about, can not be seen as relating to one single idea 
or interpretation. Rather, what needs to be emphasized is the plurality 
and even ambivalence of ideas of savagism and natural man in a variety 
of early modern anthropologies. In this essay I shall distinguish the role 
of three elements in the early-modern history of natural man: classical 
primitivism, with its often under-appreciated theory of the origins of 
civilization; ‘modern’ ethnographies of savages (more or less fictionalized), 
with their increasingly appreciated complexity; and theories of natural 
law, natural rights and the state of nature. The latter theories constituted 
in some respects a self-contained debate within a theological and juridical 
tradition mainly concerned with legitimizing power in European contexts, 
but often bore upon the question of the legitimacy of conquering barbarians 
or settling their lands, and had enormous implications for the emergence of 
a theory of universal rights in modern political thought. Although the uses of 
ethnography could be limited and highly selective, this political debate was at 
some crucial points either inspired, or informed, by empirical ethnographies 
of savages in America, Africa and the Pacific. However, both ethnographies 
of savages and classical accounts of the origins of civilization could be rather 
ambivalent in their assessment of the extent to which civilization involved 
moral progress from the savage condition or, rather, a moral loss, however 
partial. Any answer involved solving additional questions about the point 
where the three elements of this complex story met, that is, the point at which 
natural man ceased to be simply natural man: could humans be fully human 
– by which rational and moral was implied – without being to some extent 
civilized? Could they have rights before being fully civilized? And at which 
point was natural man no longer natural man, but at the bottom of a ladder 
that led towards a global civilization? Of course, given the context of early 
modern colonialism, in the background there was always another question: 
what were the rights of the more civilized nations to conquer savages or settle 
amongst them? The sixteenth century answer was conditioned by Christian 
universalism and was inevitably yes, Europeans have such a right, although 
one might deplore the manner in which the conquest of barbarians was being 
conducted. However, as the religious discourse of European Christendom 
became questioned within Europe, and as Europeans demonstrated their 
technological superiority in a variety of encounters, the issue reverted to a 
simpler question of whether civilization was such a good thing, and could be 
imposed without embarrassment.
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László Kontler (Central European University, Budapest), The Lappon, the 
Scythian and the Hungarian, or our (former) selves as others. Philosophical history in 
eighteenth-century Hungary
This paper investigates some applications of the discursive patterns and 
the vocabulary of Enlightenment philosophical history to themes of national 
history at the beginning of the period of ‘national awakening’ in Hungary 
(1770s and 1780s). This innovative language was adopted from European models 
where it was developed in strict reliance on the achievements of the eighteenth-
century sciences of man. At the same time, when applied to confronting a 
theory of linguistic kinship (Finno-Ugrianism) and by implication of national 
origins which was at variance with the inherited master narrative on the 
subject (Scythianism), became instrumental in reaffirming the traditional view. 
It did so by underpinning a quasi-racialist ‘othering’, characteristic of ethno-
nationalist discourses of identity arising later on in the nineteenth century, and 
still preserving their vigour. In all of this, the political climate of the Kingdom 
of Hungary in the 1770s, and the fact that during this period the relevant trends 
of Enlightenment were predominantly embraced by nobles strongly attached 
to the ideology of social distinction posited by the above-mentioned master 
narrative, played important role.
Borbála Zsuzsanna Török (Universität Konstanz), The ethnicity of knowledge: 
statistics and Landeskunde in late eighteenth-century Hungary and Transylvania
This essay analyzes the adaptation of the discipline of descriptive statistics in 
the multiethnic lands of the Habsburg Monarchy and discusses how the former 
used ethnographic description to underscore the claims to social hegemony of 
German and Hungarian elites in Hungary and Transylvania. Focusing on the 
statistical account by Martin Schwartner, the Author demonstrates how the local 
application of the modern statistical methods of the University of Göttingen 
also imported the social conservatism of the leading German professors. The 
ethnic descriptions of Staatenkunde redefined the hierarchies of the estate-based 
society into new, ethno-cultural ones, creating thus the basis of modern regional 
ethno-cultural hierarchies. The study reflects on the ambiguous political ends 
of scholarly modernization and on the resistance to the impulse to regard 
‘Westernization’ in the ‘provinces’ of Europe as a story of progress.
Jesús Astigarraga (Universidad de Zaragoza), Les images de l’Espagne chez les 
économistes napolitains des Lumières: le cas de Filangieri
Naples was a powerful centre of the European Enlightenment during the entire 
eighteenth century. Some of the most important treatises of the Neapolitan Age 
383abstracts
of the Reason enjoyed considerable success in Spain between 1780 and 1840. This 
was the case of the G. Filangieri’s Scienza della Legislazione (1780-1791). This book, 
as well as the Genovesi’s Lezioni di commercio and Galiani’s Dialogues sur le commerce 
des blés, contained detailed reflections on Spain and on its economic, cultural, 
religious and political background. At the same time, Filangieri suggested 
numerous and sharp proposals for the reform of the Spanish Monarchy. This 
article goes on to provide an in-depth analysis of the images of Spain contained in 
the Scienza della Legislazione.
Javier Usoz (Universidad de Zaragoza) - Juan Zabalza (Universidad de Alicante), 
Political economy and the mirror of ‘otherness’: moral and foreign political models in 
the works of the Spanish economist T. Anzano (1768-1795)
This article focuses on two aspects of the works of the leading Spanish economist 
of the second half of eighteenth century Tomás de Anzano which are concerned with 
the idea of ‘facing otherness’: the opposite interests of merchants and consumers and 
big landowners and agrarian workers on the  one hand; and the impact of some foreign 
influences in Spanish economic thought on the other. The analysis is contextualized 
within the realm defined by Anzano’s moralistic approach to subsistence goods 
markets related to the question of their liberalization which embodied scholastic 
concepts and was essentially influenced by Jacques Necker’s doctrine. Consequently, 
it goes beyond economic issues and addresses social, cultural and political questions 
that are usually neglected by the analysis of the historians of political economy. 
Among other outcomes the article demonstrates how the British representative 
political system could be a desirable utopia to Spanish Enlightenment.
Ashley Millar (London School of Economics), Your beggarly commerce! Enlightenment 
European views of the China trade
This article studies the European confrontation with and conceptualization 
of the China trade in the early-modern world, and in particular during the 
Enlightenment. International trade was of central importance to Enlightenment 
European conceptions of wealth and European intellectuals and a broader audience 
of popular authors, merchants and interested parties hotly debated international 
trade policies. In these debates, China was largely portrayed as having a more 
cautious, restricted approach to foreign trade. This contrast between the optimism 
for trade and rejection from the Chinese led to a consistent expression of frustration 
in many European sources. The narrative of Chinese isolation, however, should not 
be removed from the wider context of eighteenth-century views on the China trade. 
Recent scholarship has questioned the dominance of the idea of an isolated Chinese 
state. Revisiting eighteenth-century sources in light of these new perspectives, it is 
clear that early-modern European discussion of the China trade reflected a wider 
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variety of views than simple frustration with Chinese restrictions on trade. The 
paper concludes that the narrative of China’s isolation should be seen as only one 
part of a wider picture of the China trade and eighteenth -century observers were 
very much aware of the complex dynamics involved in the China trade.
Paul Cohen (University of Toronto), The power of apprehending ‘otherness’: cultural 
intermediaries as imperial agents in New France
Facing ‘otherness’ was not merely an inevitable feature of life in France’s 
culturally diverse North American empire, it stood in some fundamental sense 
at its very center. While scholarship in recent years has shed crucial light on the 
importance of Amerindian-European relationships in the history of the early 
modern Americas, the goal of this article is to argue that scholars have not fully 
acknowledged the full and peculiar importance of coexistence in the case of New 
France. In particular, I argue that cultural intermediaries played an especially 
important role in French North America, and contributed to the establishment, 
extension and perpetuation of French imperial power in decisive ways. It is argued 
further that intermediaries’ particular prominence was specific to the French 
case, far surpassing that enjoyed by their counterparts in the other European 
powers’ spheres of American influence. The article presents two explanations for 
why cultural intermediaries enjoyed special prominence in New France. First, 
the very character of France’s presence in North America – sparsely populated 
French settlements in close proximity to Amerindian groups, commercial activity 
grounded in the fur trade, and missionary campaigns aimed at bringing the 
Christian gospel to the native populations of the Americas – guaranteed that French 
and Amerindian communities entered into a variety of strong relationships. 
Second, the character of the French presence in North America also defined an 
environment which made intermediaries’ skills invaluable. Go-betweens played 
a crucial role not only in making French-Amerindian coexistence possible, but in 
extending and sustaining French influence.
Hans-Jürgen Lüsebrink (Universität des Saarlandes, Saarbrücken), L’expérience 
de l’ ‘Autre’ des missionnaires et le discours anthropologique. À propos des Nouvelles de la 
presqu’île américaine de Californie (1772) du missionnaire jésuite Johann Jakob Baegert
This contribution presents and analyzes the work of the Jesuit missionary 
Johann Jakob Baegert who was born in Alsatia in 1717 and sent to the Californian 
Peninsula in the mid-eighteenth century, in a threefold perspective: in the first part 
the specific characteristics of Baegert’s biography are presented and pointed out; the 
second part considers Baegert’s main work, the Nachrichten von der Amerikanischen 
Halbinsel Californien (Nouvelles de la presqu’île américaine de Californie) published in 
German in 1772 in Mannheim, as an ethnographic counter-discourse directed 
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against dominant European visions of South America and Lower California, 
exemplified in the article on the subject published by Bruzen de la Martinière in his 
Grand Dictionnaire géographique, historique et critique (1723). Finally, the third part of 
the contribution analyzes the anthropological dimensions of Baegert’s discourse, 
especially the use of comparisons and the perception of intercultural encounters 
and cultural particularities in his main work as well as in letters addressed to his 
brother, which were published in an Alsatian periodical.
Ann Thomson (Université de Paris VIII Vincennes-Saint Denis), Thinking about 
the history of Africa in the eighteenth Century
It is generally believed that sub-Saharan Africa was largely unknown to 
eighteenth-century Europeans except as the source of slaves, and it is largely 
absent from philosophical history. However, eighteenth-century writings 
about Africa provided many histories of nations with different types of 
government, which belie the view of one undifferentiated mass peopled 
by savages with no history. But abolitionist writings represented Africans 
primarily as innocent children of nature, the victims of European traders who 
provoked wars by their Machiavellian maneuvers. This made it impossible 
to place them in a coherent historical narrative or to accord them a political 
history of their own, and as Africans could not be assigned a clear place in 
the stadial scheme of history, they were generally excluded from historical 
thinking. They became childlike victims to be enslaved or, increasingly, 
converted and civilized by the Europeans. Thinking about the Africans was 
increasingly confined to the field of natural history and anthropology and to 
their place in the racial hierarchy.
Marco Platania (J.-W. Goethe Universität, Frankfurt), Madagascar ‘possession 
française’? L’historiographie coloniale en débat: une mise en perspective
This article traces the development of the major historical narrative of French 
colonization of Madagascar and questions the capacity of this narrative to 
account for local culture and local history. Since its very beginning in seventeenth 
century up to late twentieth century, this narrative looked at Madagascar from 
a national and Eurocentric point of view: indeed, the history of Madagascar was 
confused with the history of France in Madagascar, or oriented by the French 
interests in Madagascar. Given this general settings, the article pleas for a closer 
recognition of different moments and actors that constructed French historical 
imagination of Madagascar. Focusing on some major historical writings, it 
provides examples of the tensions, ruptures, and criticism that agitated the 
production of colonial historiography. By doing so, the article suggests that non-
retrospective and non-teleological study of the transformations and diversity 
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of historical writings on non-European cultures can indeed cast a new light 
on European culture itself, and increase dialogue with other cultures. This 
consideration brings to the recognition that the writing of colonial history has 
undergone a sharp transformation since the last twenty years at least.
Niccolò Guasti (Università di Foggia), Catholic civilization and the evil savage: 
Juan Nuix faces Spanish Conquista of the New World
This paper analyzes the Riflessioni imparziali sopra l’umanità degli Spagnuoli 
nell’Indie, published in 1780 by the exiled Spanish Jesuit, Juan Nuix (1740-
1783). This work, conceived as an extensive commentary on Raynal’s Histoire 
des deux Indes and Robertson’s History of America, presented two main points: 
a strong censure of the black legend version of the Spanish enterprises in 
America and, secondly, a peculiar point of view on ‘otherness’ in relation 
to the Spanish conquista of America. The most interesting aspect of the 
Riflessioni is its explicit attempt, according to the ideological positions of a 
‘conservative’ Jesuit like Nuix, to revive – through a modern language – the 
‘Imperial Spain paradigm’ within a Counter-reformist frame: to this purpose 
he simply turned upside down, by claiming them as positive, all the black 
legend arguments.
Balázs Trencsényi (Central European University, Budapest), Civilization and originality: 
perceptions of history and national specificity in nineteenth-century Hungarian political 
discourse
The article is an overview of the development of Hungarian cultural-
political discourses focusing on the notion of ‘national specificity’ during 
the nineteenth century. It seeks to link these conceptual developments to the 
transformation of the underlying vision of historicity and that of the socio-
political context of nation-building, caused by such collective experiences as 
the ‘national revival’ or the 1848-49 Revolution. It argues that in the process 
practically all the key ideological stances changed their content. While at 
the beginning of the nineteenth century conservatives were supra- and 
often anti-nationalist, by the end of the century they developed their own 
specific ‘national conservatism’. Similarly, the relationship of liberalism 
and nationalism underwent a fundamental reconfiguration, and by the 
end of the period the ‘liberal nationalist’ ideology practically disintegrated. 
Reconstructing the complex conceptual itinerary of the notions of national 
specificity thus serves as a litmus test for grasping the ways Hungarian 
national discourse changed over the century and also offers a conceptual 
framework for a broader trans-regional analysis of romantic and post-
romantic nationalism.
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Maggy Hary (Université de Paris VIII Vincennes-Saint Denis), The Holy Land in 
British eyes: sacred geography and the ‘rediscovery’ of Palestine, 1841-1917
Due to the relative weakness of the Porte in the nineteenth century, access 
to and circulation in the Ottoman Empire were facilitated for European 
travelers and diplomats. In 1838, Britain opened a consulate in Jerusalem 
and, soon afterwards, British explorers and geographers began to survey the 
Holy Land in search for evidence that would allow them to authenticate the 
biblical narrative whose veracity was then increasingly questioned. ‘Sacred 
geography’, as such enterprise became known, emphasized the features of 
modern Palestine that confirmed Scriptures while everything that did not 
fit in the biblical framework – notably Islam and the Ottoman presence – 
was either ignored or disparaged as the reasons of the Holy Land’s supposed 
decline. Such discourse laid the foundations of future imperialist designs on 
Palestine, notably Zionism, which was to be officially endorsed by Britain in 
the Balfour Declaration of 1917.
Monika Wehrheim (Universität Bonn), À la quête du passé des autres: les expéditions 
des voyageurs Dupaix et Waldeck à Palenque (Mexique) dans la première moitié du XIXe 
siècle // In search of the past of the ‘Others’: archæological expeditions to Palenque in 
nineteenth-century Mexico
This study analyzes the discursive constructions which underlay the 
descriptions of the ruins of Palenque (Mexico). It is focused on the question of 
how history of non-European people is constructed by taking into account the 
example of the two European voyagers Guillaume Dupaix and Jean Frédérique 
Waldeck, who described the ruins discovered in the rainforest of Mexico. While 
Dupaix and Waldeck as scholars of a trans-cultural diffusion still rejected the 
idea that the indigenous could have built this impressive site of temples and 
houses, John L. Stephens and Frederick Catherwood, two explorers from North 
America, promoted the opposite thesis that the ruins had been built by the Maya 
of the region. It is obvious that the century of Latin American independence is 
confronted with a paradigmatic change: the center of the world’s history no 
longer focuses on the Mediterranean past as imagined by the Europeans for a 
long period of time.
Irene Gaddo (Università del Piemonte Orientale, Vercelli), Snapshotting the ‘Other’: 
images of the ‘otherness’ in Samuel Butler’s life and work (1835-1902)
A fierce satirist and debunker of Victorian values, Samuel Butler (1835-
1902) offers an interesting viewpoint on the contradictions and tensions that 
characterized the first imperial world power at the end of the nineteenth century. 
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His voice, in a peculiar, idiosyncratic and brilliant way, was discordant with the 
mainly buoyant, optimistic and somewhat opinionated mood of mid- and late-
Victorian period. Concepts of expansion, progress and civilizing mission were 
just beginning to be questioned, affecting the whole ideological construction 
which the British nation had been relying on. Butler, with his sardonic and 
corrosive irony, showed a growing unease about the dominant image of national 
identity; while criticizing the main institutions of society, he also attacked 
another component of Victorian mind: Darwinism. He did so not only in 
satirical prose and essays, but also in photography, which he regarded as a sort of 
‘externalized maker of experience’ and memory or, in his words, “unconscious 
mind”, against any casual or evolutionary explanation of humankind. Even 
though he misread many of Darwin’s achievements, Butler’s case provides the 
opportunity to approach some of the complexities of an age when the notion of 
identity was confronting the challenges of a new, multifarious and problematic 
conceptualization of ‘otherness’.
